
 

 
Internet Governance Forum Afghanistan (IGFA) 

Tuesday, March 28 - Thursday, March 30, 2017 | Kabul, Afghanistan 
 

AGENDA 
 

DAY 0 -  
28 March 2017- Internet Governance Academy (IGA) 

IGA Coordinator: Nasrat Khalid, ISOCA Secretary, Email: nkhalid@internetsociety.af  
 

Timeslot Topic 

 
08:10 – 09:10 

 
Registration of Participants and Welcome 

 
 
09:10 – 09:30 

 
Opening Remarks by Zmarialai Wafa, Board Member, ISOC Afghanistan 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
09:30 – 10:40 

 
Training Session 1: Internet Governance 101 

 
Session Moderator:  

Nasrat Khalid, ISOC Afghanistan  
 

Training Topics/ Trainers:  
Internet Ecosystem in Afghanistan, Mohammad Aimal Marjan - Former Deputy Minister IT, 

Ministry of Communication and Information Technology- (09:30 - 09:50) 
History of Internet Governance and Evolution, Markus Kummer, Chair IGF Support Association 

(IGFSA)- (09:50 - 10:10) 
Q&A and Open Discussion- (10:10 - 10:40) 

 
10:40 – 11:00 Networking Coffee  
 
 
 
11:00 – 12:30 

 
Training Session 2: I* Organizations 

 
Session Moderator: 

Omar Mansoor Ansari, TechNation 
 

Training Topics/ Trainers: 
Introduction to ICANN, Patrick Jones, Senior Director, Global Stakeholder Engagement, ICANN- 

(11:00 - 11:20) 
Introduction to ISOC, Naveed Haq, Regional Development Manager, Asia Pacific, Internet 

Society (ISOC)- (11:20 - 11:40) 
Introduction to APNIC and Regional Internet Registries, Sunny Chendi, Senior Internet 

Development Advisor, APNIC- (11:40 - 12:00) 
Q&A and Open Discussion- (12:00 - 12:30)  

 
 

 
12:30 – 13:30 

 
ICANN BUSINESS CONSTITUENCY SPONSORED LUNCH 
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13:30 – 15:00 

 
Training Session 3: Internet Policy Framework 

 
Session Moderator: 

Zmarialai Wafa, Netlinks 
 

Training Topics/ Trainers: 
The Internet Governance Landscape & Key Issues on Internet Public Policy, Marilyn Cade, CEO 

mCade Strategies- (13:30 - 14:00)  
ICANN’s Security, Stability and Resiliency Team’s Involvement in Mitigating Abuse, Dave 

Piscitello, Vice President, Security and ICT Coordination at ICANN- (14:00 - 14:20) 
Q&A and Open Discussion- (14:20 - 15:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15:00 – 16:30 

 
Training Session 4: Digital Economy and the Road Ahead 

 
Session Moderator: 

Wais Payab, MCIT 
. 

Session Trainers:  
Overview of Digital Economy, Marilyn Cade, mCade Strategies (15:00-15:10) 

Internet of Things (IoT), Zohra Zekria, Kabul Polytechnic University- (15:10 - 15:30) 
IPv4 and IPv6 - Sunny Chendi, Senior Internet Development Advisor, APNIC- (15:30 - 15:50) 

Q&A and Open Discussion- (15:50 - 16:30)  
 

16:30 – 17:30  
Training Session 5: Getting Involved with Leading Internet Organizations 

 
Session Moderator:  

Shabana Mansoory, TechWomen Afghanistan 
 

Session Trainers:  
How to Get Involved with ICANN, Siranush Vardanyan, Fellowship Coordinator, ICANN- (16:30 - 

16:40); 
The Growth of NRIs, How to Get Involved, Anja Gengo, IGF Secretariat Focal Point for NRIs 

(invited)- (16:40-16:50); 
How to Get Involved with APrIGF, Edmon Chung, CEO DotAsia (invited)- (16:50-17:00) 

Q&A and Open Discussion- (17:10 - 17:30). 
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Internet Society Afghanistan (ISOCA) General Assembly 
Overall GA Coordinator: Zmarialai Wafa, ISOCA Board Member, Email: zwafa@internetsociety.af  

 
DAY 0 - 28 March 2017- Evening 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17:45 - 19:15 

 
Call to Order 

Aziz Taqwa, ISOCA Interim Chair 
 

Report on ISOCA Activities 
Formation Activities, Events, Membership Drive, Representation 

Omar Mansoor Ansari, ISOCA Interim 1st Vice Chair  
 

ISOCA Bylaws 
ISOCA General Assembly and Board Elections- Date Setting 

Nasrat Khalid, ISOCA Interim Secretary 
  

ISOCA Future Activities 
Zmarialai Wafa, ISOCA Interim Board Member 

 
ISOCA Financials  

Report, and Review of Financials Plan and Dues Structure  
Shabana Mansoory, ISOCA Interim Treasurer 

 
ISOCA Committees and Member Recruitment 

Omar Mansoor Ansari, ISOCA Interim 1st Vice Chair 
 

AoB 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2 

mailto:zwafa@internetsociety.af


 

Internet Governance Forum Afghanistan (IGFA) 
IGFA Coordinator: Omar Mansoor Ansari, ISOC Afghanistan 1st Vice Chair 

Email: oansari@internetsociety.af / oansari@technation.af  
 
 

DAY 1  
29 March 2017 

 
Time Slot Topic & Speaker 

 
08:00–09:00 

 
Registration and Networking 

 
 

OPENING CEREMONY 
09:00 - 10:30 

Diamond Hall, 7th Floor, Safi Landmark Hotel 
 

Session Moderator:  
Nasrat Khalid 

 
 
 
 
 
9:00 – 10:00 

 
Recitation & National Anthem- (9:00 – 9:10) 

Welcome & Introduction, Aziz Taqwa, Chairman – Internet Society Afghanistan- (9:10 – 9:20) 
Why IGFA? Omar Mansoor Ansari, VC ISOC Afghanistan, Coordinator IGFA2017 (9:20-9:30) 
Afghan Regulatory, Mr. Najeeb Azizi, Chairman, Afghanistan Telecom Regulatory Authority 

(ATRA)- (9:30 – 9:40) 
 

ISOCA, IGFA2017 and AfSIG Inauguration (9:40-10:00) 
 

 
10:00 – 
10:30 

 
Cultural Show: National Attan 

(Diamond Hall) 

 
Press Conference 

(Ruby Hall) 
 

 
OPENING SESSION 

10:30 - 12:30 
Diamond Hall, 7th Floor, Safi Landmark Hotel 

 
Session Moderator: Nasrat Khalid 

 
 
 
 
 
10:30–11:30  

 

Session Topic: IG Ecosystem  

 
Session Moderator: 

Zmarialai Wafa, ISOC Afghanistan 
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Session Speakers:  

Marilyn Cade, CEO, mCade ICT Strategies- (10:30 - 10:40) 

Baher Esmat, Vice President Stakeholder Engagement, Middle East and Adjoining Countries 

(MEAC), ICANN- (10:40-10:50) 

Paul Wilson, Director General, APNIC- (10:50-11:00) 

Q&A/ Open Discussion (11:00-11:20) 

Summing Up from the Moderator- (11:20-11:30) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:30-12:30 

 

Session Topic: Internet, Economy and the SDGs 

This session will discuss key impacts the Internet is making on the economy, issues will include 

infrastructure, national policy landscape, digital trade, e-trade legal challenges and cyber risks. 

This session will also be addressing the impact of Internet on SDGs, focusing on gender and youth 

and also covering social impact such as access and diversity, impact on education, health, 

agriculture etc.  

 
Session Moderator: 

Marilyn Cade, mCade Strategies 
 

Session Speakers: 

Internet Economy in Afghanistan, Aimal Marjan, Former Deputy Minister (IT), MCIT- (11:30-11:40) 

Internet Support Association (IGFSA) and Its Role, Markus Kummer, Chair IGFSA- (11:40-11:45) 

ISOC Initiatives for Connecting the Next Billions, Joyce Dogniez, ISOC- (11:45-11:54) 

Global Connect & Beyond, Manu Bhardwaj, VP MasterCard Foundation- (11:54-12:01) 

Education and Agriculture, Nilmini Rubin, Vice President for International Development, 

TetraTech - (12:01-12:08) 

Q&A/ Open Discussion (12:08-12:20) 

Summing Up from the Moderator- (12:20-12:30) 

 

 
12:30–13:30 

 
FACEBOOK SPONSORED LUNCH 

 
 

Day 1- 29 March 2017  
Afternoon Parallel Sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14:00-15:0
0 

 

Workshop 1 
Social Media: How It Impacts 

Afghanistan  
(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Workshop 2 
Internet Governance (IG) for 

Youth 

(Rubby Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Workshop 3 
Internet of Things (IoT) 

Session Moderator:  
Habib Khan Totakhail, 

Journalist 
 

Panel: 
 

-Social Media Trends in 

Session Moderator: 
Shakiba Ibrahimkhail, 

TechNation 
 

Panel: 
 

-Hon. Kamaal Sadat, Deputy 

Session Moderator: 
Jawad Saidi, Associate 

Lecturer at Kabul Education 
University 

 
Panel: 

-Introduction to Internet of 
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 Afghanistan, David Fox, AMR 
Consulting; 

-Social Media, Empowering 
Social Movements, Majeed 

Qarar, Social Activist; 
-How Facebook Helps 

Communities Active in Social 
Media? Ritesh Mehta, Head of 

Programs for South Asia, 
Facebook; 

-TechNation-Facebook Online 
Safety Camp, Omar Mansoor 
Ansari, President TechNation; 
-Social Media in Afghanistan, 
Challenges and Opportunities, 

Ahmad Shuja, American 
University of Afghanistan 

(invited). 
 

Q&A and Summing Up (20min) 

Minister Youth (invited); 
Education and Agriculture, 

-Nilmini Rubin, Vice President 

for International 

Development, TetraTech -  

-Monib Najafizada, National 
President AIESEC Afghanistan; 

Moneer Koshani, Founder, 
Youth Thinker Society 

Afghanistan 
Iffat Gill - Code for Change. 

Milad Mehraban,CEO, 
Q&A and Summing Up (20min) 

 

Things, Mohammad Zia Sana, 

Lecturer Information 

Technology, 

Kabul Polytechnic University 

-IoT Challenges & 
Opportunities, Mursal 

Dawodi, Lecturer  Computing 
Information Science 
Department, Kabul 

Polytechnic University 
- Applicability of IoT in 

Afghanistan, Zohra Zekeria, 
Lecturer Information 

Technology, Kabul 
Polytechnic University 

-IoT Security Challenges & 

Solutions, Bismillah Hussainy, 

Lecturer Computer 

Engineering, Kabul 

Polytechnic University. 

 

Q&A and Summing Up 
(20min) 

 

 
15:00 - 15:15 

 
Networking Coffee 

 

 

Day 1- 29 March 2017  
Afternoon Parallel Sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15:15 - 
16:15 

Workshop 4 
IPv6 

 

Workshop 5 
IDNs and Afghan ccTLD - 

Challenges and Opportunities 
(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Workshop 6 
Research and Innovation 

(Rubby Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Session Moderator:   
A. Khalil Azizi, AUAF 

 
Panel: 

 
Overview of IPv6, Pablo 

Hinojosa, Strategic 
Engagement Director - APNIC 
IPv6 in Afghanistan, Zmarialai 

Wafa, ISOC Afghanistan 
 

Session Moderator:  
Farshid Ghyasi, Netlinks 

 
Panel: 

 
Nadia Hashemi, AFGNIC, 

Ministry of Communications 
and IT; 

Dr. Sarmad Hussain, IDN 
Programs Director, ICANN 

Bart Boswinkel, ccNSO/ICANN. 

Session Moderator:  
Ajmal Paiman - Cofounder 

Shetab Afghanistan 
 

Panel: 
 

Overview of Innovation in 
Afghanistan, Jawad Saidi, 

Kabul Education University; 
Challenges for Innovators in 
Afghanistan, Nasrat Khalid, 
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Q&A and Summing Up (20min) 
 

Q&A and Summing Up (20min) Innovation and Technology 
Research Center for 
Afghanistan (ITRCA);  

Best Practices for Innovators, 
Sally Deffor (PhD), Program 

Director, Internews Network 
Afghanistan; 

-Afghanistan Innovation Labs, 
Ziaullah Momand, Program 

Manager TechNation. 

 

Day 2- 30 March 2017  
Morning Parallel Sessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 - 10:00 

Workshop 7 
Media & Freedom of Expression 

Online 
(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Workshop 8 
Cyber Security 

Workshop 9 
Participation at Leading 
Internet Organizations 

(Rubby Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Session Moderator:  
David Fox, IMR Consulting 

 
Panel: 

 
-Monir Ahmadi (Program 

Manager, Media Law & Policy, 
Internews Afghanistan; 

-Lotfullah Najafizada, Tolo News; 
- Nesar Fayzi, Reporter, 

Associated Press; 
-Abdul Mujeeb Khalvatgar, 

Managing Director, Nai 
Supporting Open Media in 

Afghanistan (invited); 
-Sediq Sediqi, Govern Media and 
Information Center (invited); 

-Danish Karokhel, Director, 
Pajhwok News Agency (invited). 

Session Moderator:  
Zmarialai Wafa, ISOC 

Afghanistan 
 

Panel: 
 

Overview of Cyber Security, 
Adli Wahid, Security Lead, 

APNIC;  
-Cyber Security in Afghanistan, 

Zubair Warsaji, Grand 
Technology Resources; 
-Fahim Asey, NETLINKS; 

-Cyber Security Threats, Seyar 
(invited) National Security 

Council. 
 

 

Workshop Moderator:  
Suleman Fatimie, CEO 
Afghanistan Center of 

Excellence 
 

Panel: 
 

-ICANN’s Supporting 
Stakeholder Participation 

Programs: Fellowship, 
NexGen, Siranush 
Vardanyan, ICANN 

Fellowship Coordinator & 
Deborah Escalera, NextGen 

Coordinator, ICANN 
(9:00-9:20) 

ICANN Community 
Onboarding Pilot, Marilyn 

Cade, mCade Strategies 
(9:20-9:30) 

How to Get Involved with 
Other Leadership 

Organizations in the 
Internet (DiploFoundation, 
ISOC, APNIC, IETF, APSIG, 
MACSIG), Sorina Teleanu, 
DiploFoundation (invited)- 

(9:25 - 9:40) 
Q&A/ Open Discussion 

(9:40-1:00) 
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10:00 - 10:30 

 
Networking/ Coffee Break 

 

 

Day 2-  
30 March 2017  

Morning Parallel Sessions 

10:30 - 11:30 Workshop 10 
Education and Learning 

(Rubby Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Workshop 11 
Trusted IDs and 
mGovernment 

Workshop 12  
IG Academy for Kids 

(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 

Session Moderator:   
Fahim Didar, Aghaez 

Afghanistan 
 

Panel: 
 

-Regional Collaboration on 
Capacity Building, Amrita 
Chaudhry, Director CCAOI;  

-eLearning and Pedagogy, Dr. 
Dalvin Hill (invited);  

-"But I Saw It Online, So It 
Must Be True!":  Evaluating 

Online Information 
Rebecca Miller (PhD); Founder 
and Principal of Global Library 

Advising, LLC; 
-Metadata for the IT 

Professional 
Ray Montgomery, Business 

Development Director 
Creative Leadership Consulting 

Services. 

Workshop Moderator:  
Nasrat Khalid, ITRCA  

 
Panel: 

 
-mGov and Innovation within 
the context of Afghanistan, 

Karim Baidar, Mobile 
Application Engineer, United 
Nations Human Settlement 

Program (UN-HABITAT) 
-State of Afghan eTazkira/ 

ePassport- Wais Payab, MCIT 
-Nasratullah Ghafoor  

-Jawad Saidi, Associate 
Lecturer at Kabul Education 

University. 
 

Workshop Organizer:  
Afghanistan International 

School 
 

Town Hall with: 
Marilyn Cade, mCade 

Strategies &  
Omar Mansoor Ansari, 

TechNation 

 
 
11:30– 12:00 

 
Open Discussion: 

IGFA 2018: Structuring IGFA 2018 and Associated Programs 
(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 

 
Moderator:  

Omar Mansoor Ansari, IGFA 2017 Coordinator 
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12:00– 13:30 LIWAL SPONSORED LUNCH 
 

 

Day 2-  
30 March 2017  

Afternoon Sessions 
 
 
13:30–14:30 

 

Main Session:  

TechWomen: Driving ICT and Innovation in Afghanistan 

(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 
 

Moderator: 

Omar Mansoor Ansari, TechNation & Marilyn Cade, mCade Strategies 

 

Session Speakers:  

State of Women in Tech in Afghanistan, Shabana Mansoory, TechWomen Afghanistan 

(13:30-13:40) 

SDG Goal 5- Gender Diversity & Equality, Iffat Gill, Founder Code for Change (invited)- 

(13:40-13:50) 

Promote/WIE, Helping Women in Tech , Michael Morgan, CoP WIE USAID/Promote (13:50-14:00) 

TechWomen Central Asia South Asia (CASA) Initiative, Sidra Jalil and Maria Beebe, TechWomen 

CASA (13:50-14:10) 

 

Q&A/ Open Discussion (14:10-14:30) 

 
14:30 - 15:00 

 

Tea/Coffee Break 

 

 
 
 
15:00-15:30 

 

Open Mic Session 

(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 
Participants can ask questions and get a response from experts and IGFA host.  

 

 
 
 
15:30 - 16:15 

 

IGFA 2017 Closing Ceremony: 

(Diamond Hall, Safi Landmark) 
 

Session Speakers: 

Noor Rahman Liwal, President Liwal Ltd- (15:30-15:40) 

Global IGF 2017 Key Issues and Opportunities, Chengetai Masango, IGF Secretariat- (15:50-16:00) 

Wrap Up IGFA 2017 and Way Forward, Omar Mansoor Ansari, VC, ISOC Afghanistan (16:00-16:15) 

 

 
16:00 - 17:00 

 

Networking Coffee 

 

 
 

DAY 2- EVENING 
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Private ICANN Business Constituency Dinner 
 

 
 
18:00 - 21:00 

 

Speakers:  

Marilyn Cade, ICANN BC Outreach 

Omar Mansoor Ansari, TechNation, ICANN BC Member 
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